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School board opts to keep existing grade confi guration

continued on page 4

Rogers High School students walk during a passing period to a 
cluster of portable classrooms commonly referred to as “portable 
city.” The school board has decided not to add ninth graders to the 
campus, which already enrolls more students than it was designed 
to serve.

The school board unanimously agreed in 
July to keep district schools in a K-6, 7-9, 
and 10-12 grade confi guration and dis-
continue further study of a middle school 
model.

In making the recommendation to the 
board, Assistant Superintendent of 
Instructional and Organizational Align-
ment Casey Cox cited cost and space 
constraints as key reasons for keeping the 
existing grade level structure.

The 15-member Grade Level Confi gura-
tion Committee, made up of educators and 
parents, has spent nearly two years study-
ing the merits and challenges associated 
with switching to a K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 
middle school confi guration. 

Former Deputy Superintendent Debra 
Aungst co-chaired the committee with 
Aylen Junior High Principal Christine Mo-
loney. The committee was scheduled to 
submit a fi nal report in March 2013.

Some of the committee’s fi ndings, which 
have been contained in progress reports 
to former Superintendent Tony Apostle, 
are either under way or in the process of 
being incorporated throughout the district, 
Cox said.

Extensive work has been done, for 

example, to provide for a smooth transi-
tion between elementary and junior high, 
as well as between junior high and high 
school, he said.

Additionally, new junior high schools 

have been built and existing ones remod-
eled to encourage team teaching, particu-
larly in core academic subjects such as 
English and social studies.

Other strengths of a middle school model 

outlined by the committee are also doable 
in the district’s current grade level con-
fi guration, Cox said. These include adding 
sixth-grade intramural sports and expand-
ing junior high world language offerings 
to accommodate students eager to take 
four years of language before high school 
graduation.

Director Pat Jenkins joined the board in 
thanking the Grade Level Confi guration 
Committee for its work. He said members 
put extensive “care and thought” into their 
research.

Director Pat Donovan added, “I am 
pleased that a lot of initiatives they found 
successful are ones we are either doing or 
are in the process of implementing.”

In the end, the challenges identifi ed in the 
committee’s research outweighed the ad-
vantages of moving to a complete middle 
school reconfi guration, Cox said.

One of the most signifi cant challenges, 
Cox said, would be to fi nd space to add 
ninth graders on high school campuses 
that are already serving more students 
than they were built to accommodate.

Common areas, such as cafeterias, “are 

Since being named superintendent in 
March, Tim Yeomans has wasted no time 
getting acquainted with students, staff, 
citizens, and community leaders.

Yeomans has created an entry plan for 
the fi rst six months on the job that centers 
on his core mission to “build upon our 
strengths.”

The plan focuses on building relationships 
with staff members and the community, as 
well as seeing fi rsthand the instructional 
and support systems that make up the 
ninth largest school district in the state.

Yeomans has set a goal, for example, to 
spend two hours at each of the 32 schools 
across the expansive 55-square-mile dis-
trict by no later than mid-December. 

Each visit will include a tour of each site, 
a meeting with employees, and when 
feasible, discussions with students.

“I want to be out where people are work-
ing in service to children,” Yeomans said.

“By being in the schools, I can meet with 
the offi ce professional who registers stu-
dents, see where the high school newspa-
pers are produced, and watch instruction 
and student learning take place.”

Yeomans believes that meeting with 
people in their environment, whether at a 
school or a soccer match, is essential to 
“getting a baseline understanding of the 
work that is taking place in this district.”

He said he looks forward to attending 
school events, such as concerts, drama 
productions, art shows, and sports activi-
ties, and having informal one-on-one con-
versations with community members.

Yeomans’ eagerness to get to work has 
been evident ever since the Puyallup 
School Board unanimously agreed on 
March 2 to have him lead this district.

He comes to Puyallup after fi ve years as 
superintendent of the Meridian School 

Puyallup School District Superintendent Tim Yeomans visits with 
Ballou Junior High student Adriel McCarthy during a summer 
school class at Rogers High School. McCarthy is a ninth grader 
this year.
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Building upon strengths as we move forward

Welcome back to 159th school year 
Greg Heath
Board President

Having recently arrived to begin perform-
ing the duties of superintendent, I have 
become aware of the many strengths 
and positive attributes that exist within 
the three communities that make up the 
Puyallup School District. The very willing 
and unwavering community support of the 
schools has created a culture in which our 
students and district employees go about 
their work with the understanding that 
their communities stand squarely behind 
them.

While traveling through the district this 
summer, I have been so impressed with 
the overall quality of the school facilities 
and the supporting infrastructure. While 
many facility needs must be addressed as 
we move forward, the existing schools 
and facilities clearly show the support that 
the schools and students in our communi-
ties enjoy.

In June, I had the opportunity to at-
tend one of the district’s commence-
ment ceremonies at the Puyallup Fair & 
Events Center. I was deeply moved by the 
thousands of family members and friends 
who attended and provided such energetic 
support for our graduating high school 
seniors.

While searching for a home in the district, 
I have been amazed by the number of 
times that potential neighbors shared with 
me their close connections to the schools 
and community and their reasons for 

choosing to have their children attend the 
Puyallup School District.

The very willing support of our schools, 
students, and communities are all 
strengths which I have observed fi rsthand 
during my short time in this community. 
These are the same strengths upon which 
the continued improvement of our schools 
will be built as we move forward.

Beginning this fall and through the com-
ing years, the district will be undertaking 
the work of aligning our curricula, instruc-
tional practices, and evaluation procedures 
to state and national standards. While this 
work will be occurring throughout the 
state of Washington and the nation, there 
are a number of factors that will make 
this work unique in the Puyallup School 
District.

Knowing that our communities expect 
a high level of performance and service 
from our schools provides a positive 
impetus for everyone involved in the work 

to improve in a measurable and account-
able way.
  
Knowing that our communities expect 
the district to be an excellent steward of 
our public funds means that the work of 
improvement and alignment will occur in 
a frugal manner which is deeply respectful 
of the tax dollars provided.

Knowing that our communities expect 
each child to be well prepared for their 
future, the district will initiate a coordi-
nated approach to make certain that more 
of our students than ever before graduate 
prepared to become contributing members 
of our communities.
  
The strengths of high expectations for 
performance, trust, and accountability are 
welcomed and embraced by everyone who 
serves and supports the children in our 
communities. As a district, we appreciate 
that our patrons care enough to hold such 
positive and meaningful expectations for 
the work we undertake.

As we begin a new year working to-
gether in support of our students, I wish 
to extend my most sincere thanks and 
appreciation for all of the strengths that 
our community members and Puyallup 
School District employees have created 
over many years of cooperation and hard 
work. Together we will build upon these 
strengths as we seek to prepare each child 
for a successful future.

As the summer winds to a close, educators 
and support staff throughout the district 
are busy preparing to start our 159th year 
of operation. What a legacy, as we have 
one of the deepest histories in Washington 
state. Puyallup was just the third district 
established, 25 years before Washington 
became a state.

Our new superintendent, Dr. Tim Yeo-
mans, has been working hard to meet 
staff and visit buildings as he gets to 
know our district. We already know 
what a great district we have, and Tim 
is gearing up to make sure that the Class 
of 2013 and beyond is prepared for the 
world ahead. One given is that while we 

are proud of the past accomplishments 
achieved by our students, the next eager 
group of kindergartners is just starting 
and deserving of the best education we 
can give them.

A new statewide evaluation process will 
bring fair and welcome rigor to principal 
and teacher evaluations. The new process 
was established by the state Legislature as 
a requirement with full implementation in 
the near future. I know we have the ability 
to create a process that assures that we 
provide the best teaching and learning we 
can, along with excellent school building 
leadership. A lot of collaborative work is 
needed to make sure that the evaluations 
will be meaningful and fair.

We have to recognize our challenges as 
well. Our staff has been providing great 
teaching and learning with antiquated 
technology and in a district with more 
portable classrooms than any school 
district in the state. Our last opportu-
nity to refresh our technology occurred 

with the last school bond issue in 2004. 
This means that computers and related 
equipment in many of our classrooms 
are now about eight years old. The 
changes in technology over the past 
eight years have been phenomenal, and 
we need to make sure that our students 
have adequate systems. State funding 
given to schools for basic education 
doesn’t cover technology, and includ-
ing this need in a possible future district 
bond measure makes a lot of sense. At 
the same time, at least 20 percent of our 
students learn each day in a portable 
classroom. Puyallup uses the most por-
tables in the state, with more than 200 
of them spread throughout the district. It 
is important to house students as much 
as possible in the collaborative environ-
ment of a school building rather than in 
the isolated environment of a separate 
portable classroom.

We are looking forward to another great 
year and are grateful to be a part of the 
best district in the state!

School board honors retiring employees
Each year, the Puyallup School Board 
honors retiring district employees with a 
recognition program and reception.

This year’s retirees have more than 850 
years of combined service in the Puyal-
lup School District.

The board presented each retiree with 
a certifi cate of recognition, a fl ower, a 
district lapel pin, and a booklet listing 
this year’s retirees and their accomplish-
ments. The booklet is posted on the 
district website.

Photo: Retiring 2011-12 district 
employees gather during a 
school board reception.
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School registration and class assignments

Carrie Whatley, a summer school teacher at Sunrise Elementary, 
works with fi rst graders (from left) Alexsandra Cruz, Piper Taft, and 
Lucas Whitehouse. 

Registration begins Thursday, August 23 at 
elementary schools across the district for 
kindergartners and all other elementary stu-
dents new to the Puyallup School District.

Registration hours vary by school. Contact 
local elementary schools to determine 
registration times.

To register students for kindergarten and 
fi rst grade, parents should bring a copy of 
the child’s immunization record, a birth 
certifi cate, and proof of address such as a 
lease agreement or utility bill.

To register students in grades two through six, 
parents should bring the child’s immunization 
record, a last report card, and proof of address 
such as a lease agreement or utility bill.

Specifi cs about required immunizations 
are on the Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 840-8971.

Classroom assignments for new and 
returning elementary students

Elementary students who attended district 
schools in the 2011-12 school year or who 
registered early in the summer as students 
new to the district will be notifi ed of 
their classroom teacher and room number 
through postcards mailed on August 28.

Parents are advised to contact the school 
if they have not received the postcard by 
August 31.

New junior high school students

Parents may register junior high students 

new to the district by calling the junior 
high school in their attendance area for 
specifi c registration information and to 
make an appointment to meet with a coun-
selor after August 13.

For more information about junior high 
school registration, call (253) 841-8796.

New high school students

Parents may register their high school 
students who are new to the district by 
calling the high school in their attendance 
area for specifi c registration information 
and to make an appointment to meet with 
a counselor.

For more information about high school 
registration, call (253) 435-6726.

The following documents are required 
when registering junior high and high 
school students:
• Immunization record
• Transcript or last report card
• Withdrawal information from the 

previous school
• Proof of address such as a utility bill or 

a lease agreement
• Individualized Education Plan (IEP) if 

the student receives special services

The fi rst day of school is Wednesday, 
September 5.

Information about bus stops, bell 
schedules, lunch menus and prices, 
registration, immunization require-
ments, supply lists, QUEST testing 
applications, and more is available on 
the Puyallup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the top 
of the Home page, click a link in the 
Back to School box.

School information 
on district website

Fair Day is 
September 12
The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, 
September 12 at the Puyallup Fair & 
Events Center. Activities are planned 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of the Pavilion.

All students are released 3¼ hours 
early from school on this day. A listing 
of booths and demonstrations will be 
on the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Calendar dates for the 2012-13 school 
year, including the fi rst and last day of 
school, Thanksgiving break, and winter 
and spring breaks, are posted on the 
district website.

Visit the Puyallup School District 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Click the Calendars icon at the top of 
any page.

Key calendar dates

Back-to-school 
health fair and 
barbecue August 25 
Free backpacks and school supplies, 
vision checks, immunization and dental 
information, haircuts, and more will be 
offered at a back-to-school health fair 
and barbecue on Saturday, August 25 
in Edgewood.

The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Mountain View Community Center, 
3505 122nd Ave. E. in Edgewood. 
Students must be present to receive 
backpacks and school supplies.

Live music, carnival games, and prizes 
will also be featured at the free event, 
sponsored by the Mountain View Com-
munity Center.

Puyallup School District representa-
tives will be available to answer ques-
tions. Parents are asked to bring a copy 
of their child’s immunization record.

Register for 
Wednesday after-
school programs
Registration begins this month for 
Wednesday after-school elementary 
programs coordinated by Communities 
In Schools of Puyallup (CISP).

A schedule of program offerings is 
posted on the Puyallup School District 
website. Copies of the class schedule 
are also available in elementary school 
offi ces. For more information, e-mail 
CISP Executive Director Jan Mauk at 
maukje@puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Walkers and runners of all ages helped 
raise more than $10,400 in the 2012 Annie 
B. 2-Miler fun run/walk held in June at 
Sparks Stadium.
 
Money raised at the annual event benefi ts 
homeless and low-income students at the 
district’s junior high and high schools. 
It pays for items such as shoes, coats, 
glasses, sports equipment, and academic 
fees. 

The Annie B. 2-Miler fun run/walk was 
organized in 2010 to honor long-time 

Annie B. fun run/walk raises $10,400-plus

More than 130 walkers and runners of all ages participated in 
the third annual Annie B. 2-Miler fun run/walk in June at Sparks 
Stadium to raise money for low-income junior high and high school 
students.

teacher, counselor, and former Puyallup 
School District student Annie Boulet, who 
died unexpectedly in December 2009.
 
Colleagues and friends who participated 
in this year’s event described Boulet as 
someone who had a passion for making 
sure that low-income and homeless stu-
dents had their needs met.
 
“She was giving, loving, and selfl ess,” 
said Ferrucci Junior High teacher Steve 
Aguilar. “She gave everything she had all 
the time. It was infectious.”

Paul Baxter, a paraeducator at Ballou Ju-
nior High and husband of Ferrucci Junior 
High Principal Ailene Baxter added, “She 
was a saint, simply a saint. I was amazed 
at how much she put others ahead of 
herself.”

Boulet’s mother, Carrie, and her father, 
Lee, also walked in this year’s event.

“It’s very touching to think that her friends 

“She was giving, loving, and self-
less. She gave everything she had 
all the time.”

Steve Aguilar

made all of these plans and remembered 
her in this way,” her mother said. “It fi lls 
you with a lot of positive memories.”

Sandie Endter, a retired teacher from 
Enumclaw and family friend, said Boulet 
helped students in fi nancial need and 
“cared for them like they were her own. 
Those were the kids she really had a heart 
for.”

This is the third year of the fundraiser, 
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Daf-
fodil Valley. Combined, the event has 
generated nearly $25,000 for junior high 
and high school students in need. 

All donations are held by InvestED, for-

merly known as the Saul Haus Fund, and 
dispersed to each of the schools. InvestEd 
matches a portion of the donations.

The memorial 2-miler is the result of a 
promise made by Ferrucci Junior High 
teacher Cindy Van Hulle to Boulet to al-
ways “help those who have less than me.”
 
Just before Boulet died, Van Hulle said 
she and Boulet discussed what they could 
do to help homeless and low-income stu-
dents at Ferrucci Junior High.

The Annie B. 2-Miler is an opportunity, 
she said, for Puyallup staff and commu-
nity members to gather and honor Boulet’s 
vision for supporting these students.
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taxed as they are right now” without 
adding another 600 students per cam-
pus, he said. The cost of modifying the 
schools to accommodate ninth graders 
would total millions of dollars.

Districtwide, more than 5,000 students 
— nearly one fourth of the district’s  
student population — are in portable 
classrooms for one or more class 
periods a day, Cox said. Adding more 
portables is not a solution to the prob-
lem, he said. 

Other costs associated with reconfi gur-
ing to a middle school model include 
transferring or reassigning teaching 
staff to match the grade levels they are 
certifi ed to teach; creating new school 
signage; and purchasing supplies, mate-
rials, and curriculum for new courses.

While the board was unanimous in its 
decision to maintain the current grade 
confi guration, President Greg Heath 
noted that the action doesn’t preclude 
implementing a middle school concept 
from being studied and possibly imple-
mented in the future.

“Never say ‘never,’” Heath said. “There 
is a lot of merit to this.”

Superintendent Tim Yeomans shared his 
thanks for the “great work” that went be-
fore him on studying grade confi guration.
 
While the district will keep its cur-
rent grade structure for the foreseeable 
future, Yeomans said he is excited to 
see the district move forward on some 
of the committee’s fi ndings that will 
contribute to improved instruction and 
student achievement.

The district will also continue to address 
school facility needs, he said, “to create 
the best learning environment possible.”

Grade confi guration
continued from page 1

District in Bellingham.

By the end of April, for example, Yeo-
mans had already spoken with each of 
the 32 school principals for at least a half 
hour. By the end of June, he had most of 
the district leadership structure in place 
(see administrative announcements on 
pages 10 and 11).
 
Yeomans also attended each of the 
Puyallup School Board meetings since 
March in preparation for his fi rst time 
in the superintendent’s seat on June 25. 
He replaced Tony Apostle, who retired 
in June.

Before school let out, Yeomans served 
as the keynote speaker at the Puyallup 
PTA Council annual awards banquet, 
attended a district reception in his honor, 
met school and community leaders at the 
annual Communities In School of Puyal-
lup “Friendraiser” Breakfast, and attended 
the Puyallup High School graduation 
ceremony.

His calendar has remained full this sum-
mer as he has visited support buildings 
and summer school sites, as well as met 
with city and community leaders and 
organizations.

In the last several months, for example, 
Yeomans has met with the shop foreman 
in the district’s Transportation department 
and learned about his work and others 
who help maintain the district’s school 
bus fl eet.

New superintendent 
unveils entry plan
continued from page 1

He also visited with current district 
students and recent graduates who are 
learning new skills as summer employees 
at the Information Technology Center and 
Facilities department.

Yeomans welcomed facilities operations 
managers at their annual summer train-
ing in June and several days later, during 
his fi rst offi cial day on the job, met with 
employees who work in the district’s ad-
ministrative offi ces, Special Services, and 
Information Technology Center. 

“I want to be able to know and understand 
everyone’s work and the contributions 
they make,” he said.

The Puyallup area is not new to Yeomans, 

Superintendent Tim Yeomans discusses summer school for junior 
high and high school students with this year’s Secondary Summer 
School Principal Janet Wojtala.

who served as a student teacher and coach 
in 1986 at Puyallup High School. He went 
on to spend the next 26 years in a variety 
of teaching and administrative positions in 
Western Washington.

Last month, Yeomans joined city lead-
ers, community members, and hospital 
employees for an award ceremony at the 
newly built Multicare Good Samaritan 
Hospital Dally Tower. The hospital re-
ceived a plaque in recognition of the Dally 
Tower’s energy and environmental design.

He also scheduled time this summer to get 
acquainted with Puyallup City Manager 
Ralph Dannenberg, who invited him to be 
introduced and say a few words at the July 
17 City Council meeting.

Yeomans and his wife, Keri, have moved 
into an apartment in Puyallup, are regis-
tered voters in Pierce County, and plan to 
eventually move into a home within the 
district. They have two children, Mikaela 
and Hayden, who attend Washington State 
University in Pullman.

Since moving here in June, the 48-year-
old Yeomans has been to Puyallup’s Farm-
er’s Market, visited businesses downtown 
and in the surrounding community, and 
driven several times throughout the 
sprawling district to get better acquainted 
with the area.

After his 32 school visits conclude in 
December, Yeomans said he plans to share 
his observations with the school board 
and discuss how district fi nances and 
operations align with the board-approved 
educational goals, known as strategic 
directions.

“We have to pay great respect to the 
great work that has gone before while 
continuing to be excellent stewards of 
that to which we are entrusted,” he said. 
“Providing an education to each child, 
and directly supporting those who do, is 
essential work.”

School Board President Greg Heath said 
he is excited about the energy and enthusi-
asm Yeomans brings to the district.

“Tim’s enthusiasm during the interview 
process was contagious not only with 
the board, but with all of our stakeholder 
groups,” Heath said. “His approach has 
always been about the ‘we,’ and he is 
unabashedly a servant leader. Great things 
are happening in the district, and they will 
only get better with Tim as our superin-
tendent.”

Newly installed artwork of 90 aluminum 
portholes — each one a window to historical 
and contemporary images of Puyallup High 
and the surrounding community — spans 
an expansive wall on the second fl oor of the 
school’s main classroom building.

The high school plans to hold a dedication 
ceremony this fall to celebrate the June in-
stallation of “Journey,” which is the work 
of Seattle artist Frank Video. The dedica-
tion date will be announced on the school 
district website.

Plans for the artwork began two years ago 
when a committee made up of Principal 
Jason Smith, former art teacher Becky 
Lathrop, and three students reviewed 
art installations by more than 200 artists 
statewide.

Selection committee members were 
impressed with Video’s work, Smith said, 
and met with him to share their vision.

“We wanted something that would honor 
the history of the school and community, 
yet also represent the school now and into 
the future,” Smith said. “You can get a 
really neat perspective of who we are and 
where we have been just by looking at this 
artwork.”

Puyallup High acquired the art through the 
Art in Public Places program coordinated 
by the Washington State Arts Commission.

Puyallup High art is journey through time

 
The project is funded with money generated 
by the state’s portion of construction costs of 
the Puyallup High classroom addition that 
opened in fall 2009. The East Campus Phase 
One classroom wing was part of the 2004 
voter-approved school bond.

Video’s inspiration for the project came 
during a tour of the high school campus. 
After learning that the Viking is the school 
mascot and seeing images of a Viking ship 
around the school, he envisioned portholes 
to tell the school’s story.

The Seattle artist summarizes the project 
in one of the portholes with the message, 
“Portholes transform a building into a ves-
sel on a journey through time and events, 
refl ecting the present and our past.”

The portholes are constructed with a shiny 
aluminum fi nish and are arranged in three 
rows of 30, which stretch more than six 
feet tall and 60 feet wide along a hallway 

wall on the building’s east side.

The images, which are based on photos 
taken over the past century, are laser-
etched onto glass mirrors that are covered 
with heavy-duty Plexiglas to prevent 
scratching or breakage.

Etchings on the top row represent the 
school and it students, those in the middle 
focus on area geography and history, and 
those on the bottom feature images and 
facts about teenagers and social trends.

Some of the images are general in nature 
and speak to all students. These include a 
stack of books, a world globe, a student 
desk, a graduation cap and diploma, a 
teenager playing a violin, and two stu-
dents reaching for a basketball.

Portals to the past include etchings of the 

continued on page 6

Puyallup High School students get an up-close look at some of the 
90 portholes installed on the second fl oor of the main classroom 
building, including the one at left that features a fl ower bulb farm in 
the 1930s.
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High school student athletes excelled in 
the spring sports season, claiming six 
league championships, seven academic 
team awards, one team sportsmanship 
award, and a West Central District III 
Championship.

Additionally, six coaches won recog-
nition from their colleagues by being 
selected Coach of the Year.

“All of the honors continue to spotlight 
the outstanding work being done by 
students and coaches throughout the Puy-
allup School District athletic program,” 
said Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness.

The Puyallup High School baseball team 
remained a dominant force this year, 
claiming its fi fth straight South Puget 
Sound League (SPSL) South Division 
championship and fi nishing second in 
state.

The Vikings fi nished the season with a 
14-2 season record and 22-5 overall. 

Wells added, “It is signifi cant for a team 
sport like baseball that is so competitive 
to win fi ve straight league championships 
and take second in state.” The team also 
took second place in state in 2009.

Other notable spring athletic season high-
lights include:
• The Emerald Ridge High School 

fastpitch team, coached by Lynn 
Wardle, won the SPSL South Division 
championship and ended the season 
with a 14-2 record.

• The Puyallup High School boys 
soccer team, coached by Matt White, 
clinched the league title with a 14-2 
season record and a fi fth place fi nish 
at state.

• The Puyallup High School girls tennis 
team, coached by Brooks Hazen, 
fi nished the spring season as SPSL 
South Division co-champions with a 
9-1 record. 

• The Puyallup High School girls track 
team, coached by Ken Fleisch, won 
the league championship after an 
undefeated 5-0 season.

• For the third consecutive year, the 
Rogers High School boys track team, 
coached by Dan Carlson, clinched the 
SPSL South Division championship. 
Puyallup placed second in the league, 
with Emerald Ridge in third.

• The Rogers High School girls tennis 

Spring sports wrap-up

Student athletes win league championships

team, coached by Nathan Whitley, 
won the spring SPSL Sportsmanship 
Award. The award is voted on by 
administrators and coaches from 
schools throughout the league’s South 
Division.

• The Rogers High School fastpitch team, 
coached by Jaclyn Ramsey, won the 
West Central District III championship.

• The Rogers High School baseball 
team, fastpitch team, boys soccer 
team, girls tennis team, boys track 
team, girls track team, and girls water 
polo team all earned Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Association 
academic team awards. The tennis, 
girls track, and water polo teams won 
an outstanding academic award for 
earning a combined team grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher. The baseball, 
fastpitch, boys soccer, and boys track 
teams received distinguished awards 
for combined GPA’s between 3.0 and 
3.4.

Student athletes from all three high schools 
also qualifi ed and excelled individually at 
state tournaments, with several students 
bringing home medals in track and fi eld, 
golf, and tennis.

Their names, as well as other team accom-

plishments, are included in a spring sports 
wrap-up on the district website.

Numerous high school students and 
alumni also participated in the 2012 
Washington Special Olympics Summer 
Games held in June at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord. View results of the state meet at 
www.specialolympicswashington.org.

The following coaches were selected by 
their peers across the league as a Coach of 
the Year in their respective sports:

Emerald Ridge High School
• Lynn Wardle, SPSL South Softball 

Coach of the Year

Puyallup High School
• Matt White - SPSL South Boys Soccer 

Coach of the Year
• Marc Wiese - SPSL South Baseball 

Coach of the Year
• Brooks Hazen - SPSL South Girls 

Tennis Coach of the Year
• Todd Fletcher - West Division Girls 

Water Polo Coach of the Year

Rogers High School
• Dan Carlson - SPSL South Boys Track 

and Field Coach of the Year

Tyler McDowell, a junior this year at Puyallup High School, gets 
ready to swing while teammate Quinn Rawson, also an eleventh 
grader this year, leads off at fi rst base. The Vikings clinched the 
South Puget Sound League South Division championship for the 
fi fth straight year and fi nished second in state.

photo courtesy of Jaden Hart

To help ensure the health and safety of 
student athletes, Sound Family Medicine 
and Apple Physical Therapy staff teamed 
in June to offer free baseline concussion 
screenings for fall athletes.

More than 150 students, including members 
of the Puyallup High School football and girls 
soccer teams, participated in the voluntary 
concussion screening at Sparks Stadium.

While a growing number of professional 
sports organizations are requiring pre-
concussion screenings for their athletes, 
the baseline testing is still rare in the high 
school setting, said Cyd Marckmann, a 
nurse practitioner with Sound Family 
Medicine in Puyallup.

“We are one of the fi rst in the south Puget 
Sound to be offering a program like this, 
and I suspect it will become the norm for 
high schools in the future,” Marckmann 
said. 

Athletes participate in baseline concussion screening
As many as 3.8 million sports- and rec-
reation-related concussions occur in the 
United States each year, according to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Because of the potential for lifelong 
complications and even death from a 
brain injury, the National Football League 
(NFL), Major League Soccer (MLS), and 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) are among professional athletic 
organizations that require pre-concussion 
screenings for athletes.

A concussion is an injury that changes 
how the cells in the brain normally work. 
It can be caused by a blow to the head or 
body that causes the brain to move rapidly 
inside the skull. 

Each of the students screened in June 
continued on page 8

Puyallup High football player Joseph Asis answers questions from 
Sound Family Medicine Nurse Practitioner Cyd Marckmann as part 
of a pre-concussion screening in June at Sparks Stadium.

The U.S. Department of Education has 
granted a waiver to Washington State 
that lifts some of the sanctions con-
tained in the 11-year-old “No Child Left 
Behind” federal law.

As a result, the Puyallup School District 
and other districts statewide will have 
more fl exibility in how federal money is 
spent to promote student achievement.

Beginning this fall, for example, the 
district will no longer be required to 
provide bus transportation to Firgrove 
and Waller Road elementary students 
whose families have opted to enroll 
children in schools outside of their at-
tendance areas.

The federal law permitted families to 
send their children to a selected nearby 
school, known as a “choice school,” 
when their attendance area school did 
not meet Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) learning goals for two consecu-
tive years. 

Families that already have children at 
a choice school can continue to enroll 
them there this year and in succeeding 
years until the students transition to 
junior high; however, parents are now 
responsible for the child’s transportation 
to and from school beginning this Sep-
tember, said Kathy Ehman, chief special 
services offi cer.

By early August, the district planned 
to mail letters, send e-mails, and call 
families of students at choice schools 
affected by the change.

Last month’s announcement by the 
U.S. Department of Education lifts the 
requirement for all students in a school 
to meet reading and math profi ciency by 
2014. In return, school districts across 
Washington will need to show improve-
ment in reading and math test scores for 
subgroups of students in various ethnic 
and economic groups.

“This decision is welcome news that 
gives our state the opportunity to imple-
ment bold reforms around standards and 
accountability,” said state Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Randy Dorn. 
“It allows state and local educators to 
decide how to best meet the individual 
needs of students they serve.” 

In Puyallup, money that was spent 

Waiver lifts some 
federal No Child Left 
Behind sanctions

continued on page 8
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former Central School in 1888, Spinning 
School in 1899, and the Puyallup High 
Class of 1904.

Other images speak directly to Puyallup 
and its cultural heritage. There is an etch-
ing of the Daffodil Parade 
in the 1940s, for example, 
as well as one of Puyallup 
founder Ezra Meeker’s car 
in 1928 and one of people 
standing in a fi eld of daffodils 
in 1930.

Smith said he is particularly 
moved by an image of two 
women and a child at Camp 
Harmony, a temporary internment camp 
in which Japanese Amerians were incar-
cerated during World War II. The camp, 
located where the Puyallup Fair & Events 
Center stands today, was established in 
1942 shortly after the bombing attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

“It is a vivid reminder of our past — a 
remembrance of how far we have come 
and how far we have to continue to go,” 
Smith said.

More contemporary images include a 
skateboarder, two people holding hands, 
and statistical research from 2010 that 
found 75 percent of children ages 12 to 
17 owned cell phones and 87 percent of 
them sent text messages.

Winning student artwork on display in community

Rogers High School student winners in this 
year’s Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art Exhibit, 
as well as those selected to have their work 
installed in an outdoor art exhibit at the 
school district’s administrative offi ces, are 
(top row from left): Art Show winners Emma 
Scherer, fi rst place photography; Jennifer 
Garcia-Herrada, fi rst place two-dimensional 
art; and Tanner Shula, fi rst place three-
dimensional art. Middle row: Jeff Woods, 
superintendent’s choice. Bottom row: New 
outdoor art created by Patrick Burnette 
and Erica Walvatne will be installed this 
month at the Education Service Center, 302 
Second St. S.E., Puyallup. Read about the 
artists and their work on the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Emerald Ridge High track and 
fi eld project fi nishes this month

The Emerald Ridge High School track 
reopened this month with a renovated 
surface and freshly painted striping, just 
in time for the opening of cross-country 
season.

The project is part of $2.5 million of track 
and fi eld improvements that started last 
summer.

Those improvements include a synthetic 
artifi cial turf fi eld surface, similar to the 
Sparks Stadium fi eld in downtown Puyal-
lup. A drain system was installed to allow 
for the fi eld to be used year-round.

While the new football/soccer fi eld was 
completed last fall, the weather wasn’t 
warm or dry enough to complete the track 
project until this year, said Mike Mead-
ows, director of construction.

The improvements were funded with state 
matching funds collected through the 

“I like the statistics and how all of them 
have their own story,” said Sadie Miller, 
a junior this fall. “The portholes are like 
Viking ship windows, and every student 
can relate to all of the pictures.”

The art is located in a hallway that is 
well-traveled by students and 
staff who pass by on their 
way to and from classes.

The mirror etchings refl ect 
sunlight from large windows 
directly across the hall, as 
well as light from inside the 
building. Depending on the 
time of day, some images are 
more visible than others.

Video said he is appreciative of everyone 
who provided him with historical photos, 
including the school’s Viking Vanguard 
newspaper staff, district educators, and 
the Ezra Meeker Historical Society.

He also praised the school for including 
students on the art selection commit-
tee. He said the fi nal product speaks 
not only to the school and its cultural 
history, but also to students’ purpose in 
high school.

“Life is a journey, and in high school 
students are learning the skills to propel 
them through that journey,” he said. 
“The art is a symbolic representation 
of that.”

Puyallup High porthole art project
continued from page 4

Volunteer reading tutors needed
Communities In Schools of Puyallup 
is seeking volunteers to participate in 
its Good Samaritan Readers tutoring 
program.  

The program serves fi rst, second, and 
third graders at Karshner, Stewart, and 
Sunrise elementary schools.

Students served are identifi ed by their 
teachers as needing extra help with read-
ing skills. The goal of the program is 
for all students to be reading at or above 

grade level by the end of third grade.

Volunteers are asked to commit to about 
one hour a week on a set schedule, which 
will be announced by the time school 
opens this fall. Tutoring sessions are gen-
erally held between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. No 
special skills are needed.

If interested in volunteering during the 
2012-13 school year, contact Chris Stock-
slager, Good Samaritan Readers program 
coordinator, at (253) 988-0051.

A construction worker sprays the fi nal coat of paint on the newly 
remodeled Emerald Ridge High School track, which opened this 
month.

voter-approved 2004 school bond. 

State law requires that matching funds 
be used for capital (construction-related) 
projects.

Other improvements include:
• The installation of a digital scoreboard 

smaller than, but similar to, the one at 
Sparks Stadium.

• The installation of a sound system.
• The addition of about 600 home team 

aluminum bleachers on the north side 
of the fi eld. The uncovered bleachers 
are in addition to 560 existing seats 
on the opposite side of the fi eld.

• The installation of light fi xtures, 
providing track and fi eld night 
lighting.

• A ticket booth at the top of the entry 
ramp on the southeast corner of the 
fi eld.
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Class of 2012 fares 
well on state exam 
More than 98 percent of seniors in the 
Class of 2012 met or exceeded state 
standards in reading and writing on the 
High School Profi ciency Exam (HSPE), 
according to preliminary test scores 
released by the state this summer.

Puyallup students scored well above the 
91.4 percent of seniors meeting standard 
statewide in reading and writing.

The number of tenth and eleventh grad-
ers last spring who passed the tests is 
also increasing, and work will continue 
this year to help those students learn the 
skills necessary to meet the state stan-
dard and graduate high school.

State law requires students to pass spe-
cifi c state exams to graduate in addition 
to completing required course credits, 
a High School and Beyond Plan, and a 
culminating project.

The requirements are designed to ensure 
that students have a solid foundation 
in reading, writing, math, and science 
skills.

This past spring marked the second year 
that high school students across the 
state took end-of-course exams in math. 
Those test results are expected in early 
September.

Students must take each high school 
state exam at least once before using a 
state-approved alternative.

More information about HSPE test 
scores, as well as how students in grades 
three through eight fared on the Mea-
surement of Student Progress (MSP) 
test, will be published on the district 
website and featured in November Con-
nections.

Schools celebrate Native American culture
Students in grades nine through 12 and 
their families are invited to attend a 
post-high school planning night from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 26 at Rogers High School.

Representatives from colleges and 
universities in Washington and from 
out of state will be on hand to present 
information and answer questions. The 
event will be held in the high school’s 
Performing Arts Center.

The fourth annual College Fair at the 
Puyallup Fair for students in grades nine 
through 12 will be offered from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. on Sunday, September 23 in 
the Puyallup Fair & Events Center Pa-
vilion. More than 35 colleges from the 
Northwest will be in attendance.

During college fairs, students can learn 
about topics such as curriculum require-
ments, campus life, student activities, 
athletics, admission requirements, and 
fi nancial aid.

Post-high school 
planning night set

Award information 
on district website
Student and staff awards announced at 
the end of the last school year and dur-
ing summer are featured on the district 
website.

This summer, the district Communica-
tions department won several awards for 
outstanding communications, including 
two national awards of merit and several 
state awards of excellence.

Students compete in annual track meets

Edgerton Elementary is one of six schools that celebrated the Native American culture during 
schoolwide assemblies last spring. Several other schools also held cultural diversity celebrations 
recognizing other countries and cultures. Photos clockwise from top left:  Marvin Hannah, a 
Muckleshoot Tribal School teacher, carries a fl ag staff he designed that features the school logo 
at the top on one side of a dreamcatcher. A pack of wolves on the reverse side represents the 
school mascot. Bobb Yapp, Stan Silvernail, and Al Zantua contributed to the acquisition of a canoe 
eight years ago for the Karshner Museum. The three reunited to tell the story to students. Fourth 
graders Sam Anderson and Joshua Davidson participate in a group circle dance and song under the 
direction of music teacher Tad Gaulke. Read an article and see more photos from the schoolwide 
celebration on the district website.

More than 1,500 students participated last spring in the school district’s 43rd annual Elementary 
District Track Meet and 23rd annual Special Spring Track Meet. Family, community members, and 
district staff cheered on the student athletes during both events at Sparks Stadium. Photos (from 
left): Jordan Bradley, a twelfth grader in Puyallup High School’s special education program, races 
for the fi nish line at the Special Spring Track Meet. Behind him is peer buddy Matt Becker, who 
graduated in June. Mareonna Henderson, a sixth grader last year at Edgerton Elementary, competes 
in the long jump at the Elementary District Track Meet. View more photos from this year’s track and 
fi eld events on the district website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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began by sharing a history of any head in-
juries, including any known concussions.

They were then asked a series of questions 
that required them to recite facts such as 
the date, day of the week, and year.

The screeners also tested recall by saying 
fi ve words aloud and then asking the teens 
to repeat what they said. The screeners 
continued by reading a string of numbers 
aloud and asking students to repeat the 
numbers in reverse order.

The 10-minute screening ended with a bal-
ance assessment, in which students were 
asked to perform a variety of tests, including 
standing on one foot with their eyes closed.

By doing the tests before the start of the fall 
sports season, a coach or team trainer will 
have a baseline of what each athlete is able 
to do without a head injury, Marckmann 
said. Those same recall and balance tests can 
then be performed after a head injury to see 
if there are different results.

Marckmann teamed with Puyallup High 
School team athletic trainer Rachael 
Joye, of Apple Physical Therapy, to 
spearhead the fi rst-ever baseline concus-
sion screening.

Awareness about concussions and the 
potential for health complications — in-
cluding prolonged brain damage and 
even death if the injury is not recognized 
and managed properly — is increasing 
nationwide.

The Puyallup School District includes 
concussion information in its an-
nual Student Interscholastic Athletic 

Handbook. All forms in the handbook, 
including one about concussions, must 
be signed by students and their parents 
for a teen to be eligible to participate in 
district athletic programs. 

The two-page concussion information 
form, which is also posted on the district 
website, alerts athletes to the potential dan-
gers of a brain injury and outlines some of 
the signs and symptoms of a concussion.

Signs and symptoms of a concussion may 
show up immediately or may take hours 
or days to fully appear. These range from 
headaches and blurred vision, to confusion 
and slurred speech.

The form states that any athlete even sus-
pected of suffering a concussion “should 
be removed from the game or practice 
immediately.”

It also mandates that athletes not return 

to activity after a 
suspected concus-
sion, regardless of 
how mild it seems 
or how quickly 
symptoms clear. 
The athlete must 
be evaluated and 
receive written 
medical clearance 
from a licensed 
medical provider 
to be able to return 
to play.

Children who 
return to play too 
soon while the 
brain is still heal-
ing risk a greater 
chance of having a 
second concussion, 
Marckmann said.

A repeat concussion before the fi rst has 
healed, especially in a teenager’s brain, 
can slow recovery or increase the likeli-
hood of having a more severe and poten-
tially lethal injury, as well as long-term 
problems.

As a certifi ed athletic trainer, Joye’s job 
is to recognize signs of concussion and 
remove athletes from the activity until 
cleared by a trained medical provider. She 
tells athletes reluctant to leave a game that 
it is in their best interest to be checked out 
out by a medical professional.

“I tell them, ‘I’m sorry I have to pull you, 
but I’m here to make sure you stay safe,’” 
she said. “It’s better to miss one game 
than the whole season.”

For more information about concussions, 
visit the Puyallup School District website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Concussion screening
continued from page 5

Indian Education specialists Laura Good-
all and Michelle Marcoe are this year’s 
recipients of the sixth annual Peer Support 
Network Inspirational Award.

Gerald Denman, the school district’s chief 
equity and achievement offi cer, honored 
Goodall and Marcoe in a surprise presen-
tation at a Peer Support Network monthly 
meeting in June.

The two specialists also received an 
engraved plaque during a June 13 school 
board meeting recognition.

Both Goodall and Marcoe joined the Puy-
allup School District in February 2011 and 
attended a Peer Support Network meeting 
shortly thereafter.

The Peer Support Network was formed 
nine years ago to provide opportunities for 
district employees to share experiences 
and promote diversity and cultural compe-
tency throughout the district.

There are nearly 200 students from more 
than 60 tribes enrolled in the school dis-
trict’s Indian Education program, which 
receives federal grant money to provide 
support and services.

Marcoe and Goodall organize monthly 
parent meetings and publish a monthly 
newsletter to stay connected with families. 

They also monitor each student’s at-
tendance and academic records, make 
sure high school students are on track 
with culminating projects and graduation 
requirements, and host a weekly computer 
lab after school for students in all grade 
levels who need homework help.

Last year, both specialists created an area 
in the Puyallup High School library that 
features a collection of Native American 
books, music, and videos. The materials 

Indian Education specialists recognized

are available for check-out by students 
and teachers across the district to assist 
with instruction and learning.

The two specialists have also helped train 
teachers in a state-endorsed curriculum 
about tribal history and sovereignty. The 
Web-based resources are aligned with 
state learning goals and can be incorpo-
rated into social studies lessons in grades 
three through 12.

Before coming to Puyallup, Marcoe 
worked as a substitute teacher in the 
Franklin-Pierce School District. Goodall 
worked eight years as a paraeducator in 
Auburn and earned her teaching certifi cate 
in 2010.

Both specialists have Native American 

heritage and have studied the culture and 
history extensively.

They will continue to serve this year 
on the Western Washington Native 
American Educators Consortium, which 
is made up of educators statewide in 
similar fi elds.

Denman read several comments from col-
leagues who praised their work. He said, 
“Michelle and Laura have quietly and 
steadily worked to strengthen our Indian 
Education program. They are passionate 
about teaching our students on cultural 
differences.”

He added, “We are a different school 
district today because of what they have 
done.”

Chief Equity and Achievement Offi cer Gerald Denman honors 
Indian Education Specialists Laura Goodall (left) and Michelle 
Marcoe as this year’s Peer Support Network Inspirational Award 
winners. Denman presented each of them with an engraved plaque.

to transport students away from the 
schools that did not meet learning goals 
can be redirected to support student 
learning — especially for struggling 
learners, Ehman said.

Washington is one of more than 25 
states that has received a waiver from 
the U.S. Department of Education con-
cerning the No Child Left Behind law.

In order to receive a waiver, each state had 
to commit to showing in other ways that 
its students and schools are improving.

Washington’s waiver application recog-
nized that the state has embraced new 
national education standards, new state 
teacher and principal evaluations, and 
efforts to look at student achievement 
beyond reading and math by also test-
ing for science and writing.

The waivers are considered a tempo-
rary measure while the federal educa-
tion secretary works with Congress to 
rewrite the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, which is known as the 
No Child Left Behind legislation. 

The waiver agreement announced this 
month addresses performance of Title I 
schools, which are public schools that 
receive federal dollars to help students 
who are academically at risk of falling 
behind.

The state education offi ce will now 
annually identify “priority schools,” 
which are the lowest-achieving 5 
percent of Title I schools; “focus 
schools,” which are the lowest 10 
percent of Title I schools; and “reward 
schools,” which are the highest-per-
forming Title I schools — or those 
making the most progress in a given 
year.

The state recently announced that 
Maplewood and Stewart elementary 
schools, which both receive Title I 
money, have been named as “reward 
schools.” The schools will receive rec-
ognition this fall for the achievement, 
which is based on three years of test 
score data.

Parents or guardians of elementary 
students in grades four through six and 
of junior high students in grades seven 
through nine are invited to preview the 
school district’s approved sexual health 
and HIV/AIDS curricula.

The elementary preview for grades four 
through six will be held between 6:30 
and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, September 
26 in the Puyallup High Commons, 105 
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

The junior high preview for grades 
seven through nine will be held between 
6:30 and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, October 
10 in the Puyallup High Commons.

Parents wishing to exclude their child 
from the state-required sexual health 
and HIV/AIDS curricula must preview 
the curricula and sign an exclusion 
form.

Questions or concerns may be addressed 
by attending this parent information 
meeting, contacting the child’s teacher, 
or contacting Rick Wells, director of 
athletics, health, and fi tness, at (253) 
841-8785.

Sexual health and 
HIV/AIDS curricula 
preview this fall

State waiver
continued from page 5

Nurse Practitioner Cyd Marckmann tests Puyallup 
High junior Trevor Whitney on his ability to balance 
one foot in front of the other with his eyes closed.
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“Is Daro like family to me? Yes,” Kitts 
said, adding all offi cers are close to their 
K9 partners. “We love our dogs. They are 
our buddies.”

Once onto the school fi eld, students saw 
a more serious side of Daro — one that is 
trained to assist offi cers in tracking and 
apprehending criminals. 

Canine Offi cer Karuzas pretended to be 
“the bad guy.” Wearing a thick protec-
tive sleeve on his arm, Karuzas ran away 
quickly from Daro and then held out his 
protected arm as the dog lunged toward 
him.

With a simple command by his handler, 
Daro quickly returned to Kitts’s side and 
stood poised for the next direction.

Shrieks of excitement erupted from the 

School bus route changes take effect this fall 

Aylen Junior High School students board buses last spring at the 
end of the school day. Changes to some bus routes around the 
school district take effect this fall at 21 schools.

Changes to some of the district’s bus 
routes, including the elimination of some 
stops or new pick-up and drop-off times, 
take effect this fall at 21 schools.

Parents of students at all schools 
throughout the district are encouraged 
to check the district website for bus 
run numbers, stop locations, and stop 
times. All bus route changes take effect 
the fi rst day of school on Wednesday, 
September 5. 

Bus schedule information is located on 
the “Infofi nder i” Web page, which can 
be accessed from the Puyallup School 
District website at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. At the top of the Home page, click 
the “Bus Schedules” icon and then click 
“Infofi nder i.”

This year’s changes are the result of effi -
ciencies made to bus routes at 11 elemen-
tary schools and nearly all junior high and 
high schools.

Schools affected by the changes include:

High Schools: Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
and Rogers.

Junior High Schools: Aylen, Ballou, 
Edgemont, Glacier View, Ferrucci, and 
Stahl.

Elementary Schools: Edgerton, Firgrove, 
Fruitland, Hunt, Pope, Ridgecrest, Shaw 
Road, Sunrise, Waller Road, Wildwood, 
Woodland, and Zeiger.

All students affected by the changes can 
continue to ride the bus, only they may 

Knowing how to evacuate a school bus 
safely in an emergency is a lesson pre-
sented to students three times a year as 
part of the school district’s emergency 
exit drills.

This year, students who ride the bus 
will do more than simply hear their bus 
driver explain the process — they will 
actually practice how to exit through 
the rear or side emergency door.

“This will empower the drivers and stu-
dents with the skills needed to evacuate 
in the event of an actual emergency and 
provide them an op-
portunity to work as 
a team,” said Direc-
tor of Transportation 
Cathy McDaniel.

Having students 
practice the physi-
cal evacuation of a 
school bus is con-
sistent with what is 
required by state law, 
she said.

Emergency bus evacuation drills are 
held in fall, winter, and spring. Students 
practice exiting the bus in fall, hear a 
verbal review in winter, and practice 
again in spring.

The annual drills also teach students a 
variety of other safety measures, such 
as how to respond if a driver becomes 
incapacitated, how to set the emergency 
brake, how to radio the Transportation 
department for help, and how to access 
equipment such as the fi rst-aid kit.

Students may be excused or excluded 
from the evacuation drills if their par-
ticipation poses substantial diffi culty to 
themselves or to other passengers. 

Those who do not physically participate 
will continue to receive verbal instruc-
tion in school bus safety and exit drills.

have to walk further to reach the stop clos-
est to their home, said Director of Trans-
portation Cathy McDaniel.

“We have streamlined our routes to make 
them more effi cient,” she said. “It’s what 
our entire district is doing — working 
smarter with limited resources.”

McDaniel said transportation changes 
were made only after careful review by 
the school district’s Transportation depart-
ment, with consideration given to safe 
walking paths.

The changes to the routes will save the 
district as much as $600,000 and were 
among several cost-saving measures the 
district implemented this year to balance 
the 2012-13 budget.

The district will continue to look for the 
most effi cient bus routes as there are 
changes in the number of students who 
ride the buses, said Chief Operations 
Offi cer Rudy Fyles. The district uses a 
computerized transportation routing sys-
tem, which was implemented last year, to 
accurately map out bus routes.

Students to practice 
emergency exit drills

After working on the streets for nearly 
nine years, Puyallup Police K9 “Daro” 
made one fi nal trip to Woodland Elemen-
tary School in June as part of his farewell 
tour before retirement from the force.

Daro and his partner, Offi cer Doug Kitts, 
have visited Woodland Elementary each 
year since the 10-year-old German Shep-
herd joined ranks with the Puyallup Police 
Department. 

The K9 hero has been replaced on the po-
lice force this year with a German Shep-
herd named “Maverick,” who is partnered 
with Offi cer Kevin Karuzas. 

Kitts has been a police offi cer for 29 
years, worked with the K9 unit for the 
past eight, and given school demonstra-
tions with Daro to thousands of Puyallup 
School District students.

At Woodland Elementary, Kitts and Daro 
have been invited each year by fi fth-
grade teacher Allan Cranston, who teams 
with fi fth-grade teachers Roger Smith, 
Dorothy Espedal-Johnson, and Michele 
Bledsoe.

Kitts starts his presentations in the fi fth-
grade classrooms, where he shares about 
Daro’s training and answers students’ 
questions. He then invites students and 
staff onto the school playfi eld to see the 
police dog demonstrate fi rsthand a series 
of skills and commands.

This year, Kitts explained how Daro picks 
up people’s scents, tracks fl eeing crimi-
nals, and searches buildings for intruders.

“Daro protects me and the other offi cers 
on the street,” he said.

The veteran offi cer discussed how Daro 
was imported from Slovakia and how, af-
ter work hours, he likes to fetch balls and 
is “Mr. Happy.” Now that he is retired, he 
lives with Kitts as a family pet.

crowd of students as Daro showed off his 
next skill. The four-legged offi cer used 
his nose to open the rear door latch of the 
patrol car, jumped in, and quickly reap-
peared with a bright red ball in his mouth.

Students giggled when Kitts shared that 
Daro not only has a favorite ball in the 
car, but also has his own water dish built 
into the back seat.

The school visit wasn’t complete, how-
ever, without Daro walking down the line 
of nearly 100 eager students to receive a 
pat on the back.

“Many students in the district have bene-
fi tted greatly from Doug’s gracious giving 
of his time to demonstrate a part of what 
he and Daro do on a daily basis,” Crans-
ton said, “not to mention the unbelievable 
service they have provided Puyallup.”

Police K9 visits Woodland on farewell tour

Several hundred people gathered in 
May at the Puyallup PTA Council’s 
46th Annual Awards Banquet to recog-
nize deserving volunteers and educa-
tors with the Golden Acorn Award, 
the Zeiger Award, and other special 
recognitions.

Puyallup School District Superintendent 
Tim Yeomans addressed the crowd as 
the keynote speaker. The event was held 
at the Puyallup Fair & Events Center.

Heidi Zetterberg, president of the 
Maplewood PTA, received the PTA 
Council’s Golden Acorn Award. The 
Council also announced Golden Acorn 
Award winners from schools throughout 
the district.

Kevin Hampton, newly named principal 
at Carson Elementary who formerly 
served as principal at Meeker Elemen-
tary, received the Zeiger Award, which 
recognizes an outstanding educator. 
The award was established in 1994 to 
honor Edward Zeiger for 43 years of 
service as a teacher and principal in this 
district.

Donna Drumm, president of the Puyal-
lup PTA Council, received the Council’s 
Outstanding Advocate Award.

The names of award winners from 
throughout the district can be found on 
the Puyallup School District website.

PTA Council presents 
annual awards

Puyallup Police Offi cer Doug Kitts introduces “Daro,” the police K9 
retired in June, to Woodland Elementary students. Kitts demonstrated 
a variety of skills Daro learned during his nine years on the force.

Cathy 
McDaniel
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continued on page 11

Meet newly announced school and district leadership
The following are leadership positions for the 2012-13 
school year that include new hires, as well as changes 
in job titles or duties. Other leadership posts announced 
after this issue of Connections went to press will be 
featured on the district website when information is avail-
able and in the November issue of Connections. 

Superintendent

Name: Tim Yeomans
Former Position: Superintendent 
of the Meridian School District in 
Bellingham
Past Positions: Yeomans comes to 
Puyallup from the Meridian School 
District, where he served as super-
intendent since 2007. Before that, 

he worked two years as an assistant superintendent, fi ve 
years as a principal, and two years as an assistant prin-
cipal in the Mount Baker School District. Yeomans also 
worked three years as a teacher, a coach, a principal in-
tern, and an athletic director at Bellingham High School; 
four years as a teacher, coach, and student leadership and 
activities coordinator at Shorecrest High School; and one 
year as a teacher and coach at Northshore Junior High 
School in Bothell. He started his education career in 1986 
as a student teacher and coach at Puyallup High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Wash-
ington State University and doctorate from University of 
Washington.

Chief Financial Offi cer

Name: Corine Pennington
Former Position: Executive Director 
of Business Services
Past Positions: Pennington became 
executive director of business services 
in this district in September 2011. 
Before that she worked seven years 
as director of fi nancial services in 
North Thurston Public Schools in Lacey, six years as 
audit manager for the Washington State Auditor’s Offi ce 
in Olympia, and seven years as assistant state auditor in 
Bellingham.
Degree: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University.

Chief Operations Offi cer

Name: Rudy Fyles
Former Position: Executive Director 
of Education Support and Operations
Past Positions: Fyles, who is a li-
censed architect in the state, has been 
with the district for 15 years. Before 
becoming executive director of educa-
tion support and operations in 2010, 

Fyles served fi ve years as the district’s executive director 
of facilities, fi ve years as director of facilities, and two 
years as facilities manager. Before that, he worked as di-
rector of capital projects in the South Kitsap School Dis-
trict, a facility planner in the Tacoma School District, a 
senior architect with the Department of Social and Health 
Services, a sole proprietor architect, and an architect with 
various architectural fi rms in the Puget Sound region.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Univer-
sity of Washington.

Executive Director of
Communications, Information,
and Arts Education 

Name: Brian Fox
Former Position: Director of Instruc-
tional Leadership
Past Positions: Fox has served as a 
director of instructional leadership 
since July 2009. Before that he served 

as a director of student learning; principal at Zeiger 
and Karshner elementary schools; assistant principal at 
Firgrove and Brouillet elementary schools; teacher at 
Riverside and Brouillet elementary schools; assistant 
principal in the Orting School District; and teacher in the 
Eatonville School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Seattle 
Pacifi c University.

Chief Equity and
Achievement Offi cer

Name: Gerald Denman
Former Position: Executive Direc-
tor of Diversity Affairs
Past Positions: Before assuming the 
role of executive director of diver-
sity affairs in 2007, Denman worked 
one year as the district’s director of 
diversity affairs. Before that, he served as the principal 
at Ballou Junior High School, an assistant principal at 
Emerald Ridge High School, a teacher in the Clover Park 
School District, and a teacher and dean of students at 
Kentridge High in the Kent School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from City University.

Executive Director of
Technology Services

Name: Randy Averill
Former Position: Director of Informa-
tion Technology
Past Positions: Averill came to the 
Puyallup School District in April 2010 
as director of information technology. 
Before that he worked seven years as 
director of information technology 
with Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company in Federal Way. 
Other previous jobs include four years as a management 
and technology consultant with the MASYC Group, Inc., 
based in California, preceded by 14 years as a project 
manager and information technology planning manager 
at Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company.
Degree:  Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University.

Assistant Superintendent
of Instructional and
Organizational Alignment

Name: Casey Cox
Former Position: Chief Academic 
Offi cer of Regional Learning Com-
munity #3
Past Positions: Cox became the chief 
academic offi cer of Regional Learn-

ing Community #3 in July 2009. Before that he served 
as executive director of secondary school leadership and 
interim executive director of secondary school leader-
ship. The year prior to that, he served as capital projects 
education planner. Cox started with the district in 1997 as 
assistant principal at Puyallup High School. In 2000 he 
moved to Emerald Ridge High School as assistant princi-
pal before becoming principal there in 2003. His teaching 
career began in 1987 in Tenino, and he also served as an 
administrative assistant at Yelm High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Washing-
ton State University.

Chief Academic Offi cer of 
Regional Learning 
Community #3

Name: Amy Eveskcige
Former Position: Chief Academic 
Offi cer of Regional Learning Com-
munity #2
Past Positions: Eveskcige became 
the chief academic offi cer of Re-
gional Learning Community #2 in July 2008. Before that 
she served as principal at Firgrove Elementary School. 
Eveskcige came to Puyallup in 2006 after serving as 
principal at Chautauqua Elementary in the Vashon Island 
School District. She also held positions as administrator 
at Muckleshoot Tribal School and elementary principal, 
assistant principal, teacher, and director of personnel at 
Chief Leschi Schools.
Degrees: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Univer-
sity of Puget Sound.

Chief Academic Offi cer of 
Regional Learning 
Community #2

Name: Fredrika (Deka) Smith
Former Position: Executive Direc-
tor of Teaching and Learning in the 
Mukilteo School District 
Past Positions: Prior to becoming 
the executive director of teaching and 

learning, Smith served as the assistant superintendent in 
the Meridian School District. Before that, she worked in 
that district as an executive director of teaching, learning, 
and special programs; a director of special programs; and 
an assistant high school principal.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from University of Washing-
ton, master’s degree from Western Washington Univer-
sity, and doctorate from University of Washington.

Director of Instructional 
Leadership 

Name: Mark Knight
Former Position: Principal at Fife 
High School in the Fife School District
Past Positions: Knight served the past 
fi ve years as principal at Fife High 
School. Before that, he served six 
years as an assistant principal at Fife 
High and two years as an assistant principal at Puyal-
lup High. Knight also served one year at Puyallup High 
as an administrative assistant and one year as a teacher. 
His teaching career also included a position at Anacortes 
High School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from University of Washing-
ton, master’s degree from Western Washington Univer-
sity, and doctorate from University of Washington.

Director of Assessment
and Accountability

Name: Glenn Malone
Former Position: Principal at Wild-
wood Elementary School
Past Positions: Before becoming 
principal at Wildwood Elementary 
in 2006, Malone served as a director 
of technology planning and a capital 

projects technology planner. He also served as principal 
of Firgrove Elementary, as well as planning principal 
and principal of Maplewood Elementary. Before coming 
to Puyallup, Malone worked as the principal at Orting 
Elementary School, assistant principal at Tracyton El-
ementary, summer school principal in the Bethel School 
District, and administrative intern at Graham Elementary 
School. He also worked as a teacher in Bethel, Central 
Kitsap, and Bellingham school districts.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University, master’s degree from Central Washington Uni-
versity, and doctorate from Washington State University.

Assistant Superintendent of
Instruction, Learning, 
Curriculum, and Assessment

Name: Chrys Sweeting
Former Position: Assistant Super-
intendent of Student Programs, Cur-
riculum, and Assessment
Past Positions: Sweeting has served 
as the assistant superintendent of 
student programs, curriculum, and assessment since July 
2010. Before that, she worked fi ve years as executive 
director of special services. Before joining special ser-
vices, Sweeting spent two years as principal at Mt. View 
Elementary School. She began teaching special education 
in 1979 in Ellensburg and also taught in Federal Way 
Public Schools. She joined the Puyallup School District 
in 2001 and served two years as assistant principal at 
Hunt Elementary School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University, and master’s degree and doctorate from Uni-
versity of Washington.
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Chief Special Services Offi cer

Name: Kathy Ehman
Former Position: Assistant Superin-
tendent in the Sedro-Woolley School 
District
Past Positions: Ehman has been as-
sistant superintendent in the Sedro-
Woolley School District since 2007. 
Before that, she served in that district 

as executive director of special programs and in the Me-
ridian School District as director of special programs. She 
has also worked as an elementary principal in the Lake 
Washington School District, a principal in Ventura Coun-
ty Public Schools in California, and a special education 
teacher in Michigan, Idaho, California, and Washington.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Seattle University.

New leadership
continued from page 10

Carson Elementary School
Principal

Name: Kevin Hampton
Former Position: Principal at Meeker 
Elementary School
Past Positions: Hampton has been the 
principal at Meeker Elementary since 
July 2007. Before that, he served as 
principal at Hilltop Elementary and 
worked two years as a secondary summer school co-prin-
cipal. Hampton previously served as assistant principal 
at Kalles Junior High and Rogers High schools. Before 
coming to Puyallup School District in 1998, Hampton 
taught in the Wenatchee and Royal school districts.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Eastern Washington 
University.

Karshner Elementary School
Principal

Name: Arturo Gonzalez
Former Position: Principal at Carson 
Elementary School
Past Positions: Gonzalez became 
planning principal in 2006 at Car-
son Elementary and principal of the 
school when it opened a year later. 

Before joining the Carson Elementary staff, Gonzalez 
worked seven years as principal at Spinning Elementary, 
including two summers as co-principal of secondary 
summer school. He has also worked as an elementary 
principal and assistant principal for Walla Walla Public 
Schools, as well as a teacher in the Wenatchee, Eastmont, 
and Orondo school districts in Washington.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Heritage College.

Meeker Elementary School
Principal

Name: Andrea Drake
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Carson Elementary School
Past Positions: Drake came to the 
Puyallup School District in 2008 as 
the assistant principal at Fruitland 
and Woodland elementary schools. 
She moved to Carson Elementary as assistant principal 
in 2010. Before coming to Puyallup, Drake taught for 
15 years and served one year as a principal intern at the 
African American Academy in Seattle Public Schools.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University, master’s degree from Heritage University, and 
doctorate from Nova Southeastern University.

Wildwood Elementary School
Principal

Name: Almai Malit-Idler
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Firgrove Elementary School
Past Positions: Malit-Idler became 
an assistant principal at Firgrove 
Elementary in 2008.  Before that she 
worked as an assistant principal at 

Shaw Road and Wildwood elementary schools, a building 
learning specialist at Woodland Elementary, and a teacher 
at Brouillet and Zeiger elementary schools.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from University of Puget 
Sound.

Brouillet Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Heather McMullen
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Wildwood and Sunrise elementary 
schools
Past Positions: Before joining the 
Wildwood and Sunrise elementary 
school staff, McMullen served as a 
sixth-grade teacher at Firgrove Elementary. Prior to that, 
she worked three years as a district instructional math 
coach and one year as an administrative intern, with 
combined duties as a district program administrator and 
Northwood Elementary intern. McMullen has 17 years of 
teaching experience in school districts including Puyal-
lup, Tacoma, Auburn, White River, and Eatonville.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from University of Washing-
ton and master’s degree from Walden University.

Edgerton Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Jeannine Medvedich
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Woodland Elementary School
Past Positions: Medvedich began 
as assistant principal at Woodland 
Elementary School in 2010. Before 
that, she worked two years as assistant 

principal at Wildwood Elementary, one year as assistant 
principal at Hunt Elementary, and four years as assistant 
principal at Emerald Ridge High School. Her past work 
experience also includes serving as a special services 
administrator in the Highline School District, a secondary 
summer school principal in the Olympia School Dis-
trict, and a principal intern and teacher at Olympia High 
School.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from City University.

Firgrove/Woodland
Elementary Schools
Assistant Principal

Name: Kari Helling
Former Position: Administrative 
Intern with Tacoma Public Schools
Past Positions: Helling’s previous 
positions include working as a class-
room teacher and district math coach 
with Tacoma Public Schools. She also served there as an 
upper adjustment teacher, a resource teacher for special 
education, a summer school teacher, and a Title I reading 
specialist. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Grand Canyon 
University. 

Pope/Sunrise Elementary 
Schools
Assistant Principal

Name: Andrew Pitman
Former Position: Administrative In-
tern in North Thurston Public Schools
Past Positions: Before his role as 
an administrative intern in North 
Thurston Public Schools, Pitman 

worked three years in that district as a fi rst-grade teacher. 
He also served as a member of a teacher and principal 
evaluation pilot project, district common core writing 
team, and district Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports planning team. Before that, he spent eight years 
as an elementary school teacher in Lacey, Redmond, and 
Kirkland.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from University of Idaho and 
master’s degree from University of Washington.

Zeiger Elementary School
Assistant Principal

Name: Abigail Chandler
Former Position: Assistant Principal 
at Brouillet and Zeiger Elementary 
Schools
Past Positions: Chandler has been 
assistant principal at Brouillet and 
Zeiger elementary schools since July 

2011. Before that she served as the director of early child-
hood education at Chief Leschi Schools in Puyallup. She 
also served as the lead instructional coach for kindergar-
ten through grade six and a second-grade teacher and lead 
kindergarten teacher at Chief Leschi Schools, where she 
started her teaching career in 1994. 
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and master’s degree from Antioch University.

Two junior high school principals have received rec-
ognition for their efforts in education.

Aylen Junior High Principal Christine Moloney has 
been awarded a scholarship to support her gradu-
ate studies in educational leadership, while Ferrucci 
Junior High Principal Ailene Baxter has been given 
a fellowship to improve teaching and learning across 
Washington state.

Christine Moloney
Aylen Junior High Principal

Moloney learned this summer that 
she has been awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to support her gradu-
ate studies in educational leader-
ship at City University in Seattle.

The scholarship is designed to 
assist “talented and committed 
educational administrators as 
they enhance those skills needed 

to serve as educational leaders in the fi eld of public 
education,” according to information released by the 
Washington Association of School Administrators 
(WASA).

WASA partners with the Seattle-Northwest Corpo-
ration to sponsor the annual Dr. Doyle E. Winter 
Scholarship for Administrative Leadership in Educa-
tion. This is the tenth year that the scholarship has 
been awarded.

In a WASA news release, Moloney is described as 
someone who is “committed to providing an oppor-
tunity for students and staff to excel and removing 
barriers that hinder individuals from reaching their 
fullest potential.”

The release also describes the Puyallup principal as a 
leader who “understands the importance of communi-
ty and partnerships in addition to student technology 
advancement and growing academic standards.”

The scholarship is named after Winter, who retired in 
2002 after 44 years of service for Washington public 
schools. Winter also is a former WASA executive 
director.

Ailene Baxter 
Ferrucci Junior High Principal

Baxter is one of 10 Washington 
educators chosen to participate in 
a prestigious fellowship program 
that focuses on improving student 
achievement statewide.

The veteran district administra-
tor has been named a fellow with 
the Success at the Core program, 
which provides free, fi eld-tested 
resource materials to help school leadership teams 
and teachers improve instruction and learning.

The program launched two years ago after Microsoft 
co-founder Paul Allen asked his production company 
how media could be used to make a difference in edu-
cation. That company, Vulcan Productions, teamed 
with a nonprofi t organization, the Education Develop-

Junior high principals 
receive state recognition

continued  on page 12
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Thousands of children receive free summer lunches

An estimated 15,000 children ages 18 and younger received nutritious brown bag lunches for fi ve weeks during summer as part of 
a Puyallup School District free summer lunch program at Firgrove, Karshner, Spinning, Stewart, Sunrise, and Wildwood elementary 
schools.  Photos (left to right): Spinning Elementary teacher Sara Clerget (on far left), Food and Nutrition Services On-site Manager 
Judy Rahm, and district warehouse driver Randy Hamilton hand out lunches to students at Spinning Elementary School. Mariah Groat, 
RaQuan Jones, and Shelby Cox, all fi rst graders last year who attended summer school at Spinning Elementary, eat their lunches on 
the school playground.

ment Center, to develop Success at the 
Core.

Success at the Core is entirely Web-
based and features multimedia presen-
tations, videos, and other resources that 
can be downloaded from the Internet.

Fellowship applicants were evaluated 
on criteria including their commitment 
to learning and classroom improve-
ment; their experience using Success at 
the Core to deepen instructional focus 
and develop school leadership; and 
their understanding of social media to 
communicate and build communities.

Ferrucci Junior High teachers have 
been incorporating Success at the Core 
resources into their classroom teaching 
and learning since Baxter fi rst learned 
about the program two years ago.

While many of the videos are fi lmed 
at junior high and middle schools, the 
teaching strategies are useful for educa-
tors at all grade levels, Baxter said. 
“This is such a great resource for us,” 
she said.

Baxter will be involved with the 
Success at the Core fellows program 
through December 2013.

continued from page 11

State recognizes 
junior high leaders

The 5th Avenue Theatre in Seattle has 
awarded Rogers High School the out-
standing orchestra award for its role in 
last year’s production of “My Fair Lady.”

The orchestra, directed by Rogers High 
band teacher Bruce Leonardy, won the top 
honor from a pool of eight fi nalists in the 
2012 5th Avenue Awards: Honoring High 
School Musical Theatre.

Evaluators from The 5th Avenue Theatre 
reviewed 93 high school productions 
statewide and announced the award win-
ners in June.

Rogers High School also received two 
honorable mentions for “My Fair Lady,” 
which was presented in fall 2011.

• Tasha Smith, a senior last year, won 
an honorable mention for outstanding 

performance by an actress in a 
leading role for her portrayal of Eliza 
Doolittle.

• The Cockney Quartet, made up of 
seniors Jacob Allison and Jacob 
Kerr, junior David Sardoncillo, and 
2012 graduate Alex Temus, won an 
honorable mention for outstanding 
performance by an ensemble group.

Photo: Rogers High School 
“My Fair Lady” cast members 
(from left) are Allyson Ryan as 
Lady Boxington, Jason Lewis 
as Pickering, Tasha Smith as 
Eliza, Colin Briskey as Freddy 
Eyensford-Hill, and Tim Nelson 
as Henry Higgins.

Rogers High wins state recognition for “My Fair Lady”

photo courtesy of Tasha Smith

A record number of Puyallup School 
District students in grades 9 through 12 
earned their Varsity Letter in Community 
Service this year through the United Way 
of Pierce County.

The 219 students served more than 51,000 
combined hours of community service. 
They represent Emerald Ridge, Puyal-
lup, and Rogers high schools, as well as 
numerous junior high schools.

Puyallup School District students make 
up more than a third of the 554 students 
across Pierce County who received the 
award this year. The district recorded the 
most varsity letter recipients countywide.

Students were honored in May during a 
United Way Youth United reception in 
Tacoma.

The United Way presented certifi cates and 
varsity letters to 91 students from Emerald 
Ridge High, 57 from Puyallup High, and 
71 from Rogers High.

The following fi ve seniors last year also 
received one of 12 Willie Stewart Com-
munity Service Scholarships:

Emerald Ridge High: Madison Haase
Puyallup High: Madi Wolter
Rogers High: Danielle Kelly, Jordan 
Ramsey, and Kelsey Sowards

This is the 11th anniversary of the Varsity 
Letter in Community Service program. 
Chenille varsity letters, just like those 
awarded for participation in athletics or 
music, are given to students who do com-
munity service. Students may earn com-
munity service bars in subsequent years.

Projects range from mentoring students 
and organizing fund-raisers, to collecting 
toys for children in need and helping at 
area food banks.

To qualify for a letter, students in grades 
nine through 12 are required to volun-

teer with at least one 
school-related project 
and at least one com-
munity-oriented proj-
ect totaling 145 hours 
or more of service.

Service hours submit-
ted to the United Way 
must have been com-
pleted between April 1 
and March 31.

The Varsity Letter in 
Community Service 
program started in 
Pierce County in the 
2001-02 school year 
with seven recipients 
from fi ve schools.

To learn more about 
the Varsity Letter in 
Community Service 
program, visit the 
United Way of Pierce  
County website at 
www.uwpc.org.

Students give record 51,000 hours of service

Rogers High 2012 graduate Jordan Ramsey 
was among a record 219 district students who 
earned their Varsity Letter in Community Service 
last year. She is shown with a child at the 
Loeys-Dietz Syndrome Foundation Conference. 
Ramsey, whose sister died of the disease, 
volunteers for the organization.

photo courtesy of Jordan Ramsey


